4

[image: image1.jpg]


 ROBERT KIRKLEY (1860-1923)
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My great-grandfather, Robert Kirkley, was born in Seghill, Northumberland, England on February 20, 1860.  He was the second child of Ralph Ramsay Kirkley (1833-1903), a coal miner, and Mary (Scurfield) Kirkley (1837-1880) and appears to have been named for his maternal grandfather, Robert Scurfield. Robert’s older brother, Daniel (b.1858), died at age 10 in 1868, effectively leaving Robert as the eldest child in the family that eventually consisted of three other boys (William Swan, b.1862; Ralph Ramsay, b. 1865; a second Daniel, b. 1870) and two girls (Bella, b. 1867; Margaret Jane, b. 1873).
Seghill, where Robert’s father was also born in 1833, was once a booming pit village in the Northumberland coal fields, one of the many colliery villages that developed in the vicinity of the port city of Newcastle on the River Tyne. Seghill is located about 12 miles northeast of Newcastle. According to Seghill’s community website (www.seghill.wordpress.com), the village can trace its history back to 1100 A.D., though likely there was a village there from much earlier times. The coming of coal mining in 1824 really established the village, however. It remained a mining village until 1962 when the mine finally closed for good.   

As recorded in the1861 England census, 1 year old Robert lived with his parents and brother at 3 West Row in Hazlerigg (now called Camperdown), a village that adjoins the colliery village of Burradon which is about 2 miles southwest of his birthplace. According to the Burradon-Camperdown community website (www.burradon-camperdown.co.uk) , West Row was one of several row-type housing units for miners in Hazlerigg. Built in 1828, it consisted of 32 back-to-back dwellings, each essentially a single room with a garret. In 1861, Hazlerigg had 462 residents and 90 occupied dwellings. Shortly after this, Robert’s family must have moved “up the hill” to Burradon, as a later census records all of his living siblings as having been born there.
In 1871, the Kirkley family lived at No. 22 Terrace Row in Burradon.  Robert is listed as a “scholar” in this census, so at age 11 he had not yet gone to work in the mines. It was common for boys as young as nine or ten to already be working in the pits, so it’s noteworthy that Robert was still in school at this age. Burradon Terraces , also called the Far Rows, are first mentioned in a 1858 Ordnance Survey. The Terraces consisted of single-room-with-a-garret, terraced cottages that were not far from the Burradon mine pit. It is unclear how many people lived in these units in 1871, but 10 years earlier, they housed 190 people (www.burradon-camperdown.co.uk). 
Burradon is famous in England for a mine disaster that occurred at the Burradon Colliery, a pit 870 feet deep, on March 2, 1860—the year Robert was born. On that day, two large explosions rocked the mine, and 76 men and boys were killed, making it one of the greatest mine disasters in Northumberland in that era. There appears to be a connection between that disaster and Robert Kirkley’s family. The overman in charge of the pit that day, who had checked the mine for airflow that morning and judged the mine safe for work, was named William Swan Kirkley. I believe this man probably was Robert Kirkley’s great uncle, although I don’t have definitive evidence yet for that relationship. Note William’s middle name: Swan. This is a common middle name in Robert’s family. His father’s brother, his own brother, and a son of Robert’s were all named “William Swan.” Also, after this William Kirkley’s wife died, Robert’s grandmother, Esther (Ramsay) Kirkley, lived with him and his young children for a time as his housekeeper. She did the same after Robert’s own mother died in 1880 and left his father, Ralph, with several children to care for. After the disaster, William Kirkley was extensively involved in the official inquest that followed, giving repeated testimony reported  in several articles in the London Times. He continued to work as a mine overman, staying on at Burradon and then moving on to a mine at Medomsly in the neighboring county of Durham.
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In 1879, at age 19, Robert married, so he most certainly was working as a miner by then. Information sent me by my cousin, Joann Cavendish, which she copied from a Kirkley family Bible in 1970, indicates that on October 20, 1879 Robert married Elizabeth Cowan (b. Aug. 3, 1861 in Keenley, Northumberland) at Earsdon Chapel in Earsdon (Burradon and many of the other nearby colliery villages were part of Earsdon chaplery). The original Earsdon Chapel was built in 1751 and torn down in 1837; a new stone church dedicated to St. Alban was erected in

1836. Earsdon St. Alban’s is most likely the church Robert and Elizabeth were married in.

Two years later, according to the 1881 census, the couple was living at 18 School Row in Burradon and Robert worked in the mine. Burradon Road Freeholds were buildings to the north of the school in small blocks; in 1881 they formed part of School Row which had 25 units (www.burradon-camperdown.co.uk). Robert and Elizabeth had their first child, Mary (called Polly) on Nov. 29, 1881, after the 1881 census was taken. Son, Ralph Ramsay, followed on April 21, 1884. Another son, William Swan, was born April 16, 1886 in Wallsend. On Feb.16, 1887, Robert, a pregnant Elizabeth, and their three small children departed Liverpool aboard the ship, British King. They arrived at the port of Philadelphia on March 8th, after a three week voyage. 
According to oral family history, Elizabeth gave birth on that voyage and the baby died. Accompanying Robert and his family on that trip was his father, Ralph. The ship’s manifest indicates Ralph Kirkley had been in the U.S. before and lists his most recent residence as having been the USA. I have been unable to locate a record of Ralph’s previous voyage. However, it appears he went back to England to get his oldest son and family and bring them to this country. Robert’s mother had died in 1880 leaving Ralph a widow with a youngest child of 6.  It’s unclear if he left his youngest children in someone else’s care in England when he first came here or brought them with him. However, only Ralph was accompanying Robert and family on their trip over in 1887. Ralph was back in England by 1891, living as a boarder at a house in Hazlerigg and working as a miner. By 1901, he was no longer working; he lived with his youngest, married daughter, Margaret Ray, in Newcastle.  He died there in 1903. So far as I have been able to determine, Robert is the only one in his immediate Kirkley family who immigrated permanently to the U.S.
Most of the U.S. census in 1890 was destroyed by a fire; thus, I’ve been unable to definitively locate Robert Kirkley’s family until the subsequent census in 1900. However, he had an aunt and uncle, his mother’s sister, Esther and her husband, Matthew Wilson, who had come to the U.S. permanently in 1879 and settled in New Straitsville, Ohio by 1880.  It is likely that Robert and his family went directly to Ohio to join these relatives who already lived there. Information in the Kirkley family Bible also states that the Kirkleys went directly to New Straitsville after coming to the US. 
Also, information that is known about events that led to the founding of the United Mine Workers union places Robert in New Straitsville by 1889. One of Esther and Matthew Wilson’s children, their second son and therefore Robert’s first cousin, was John Smith Wilson.  According to his obituary, and other information furnished me by Cheryl Blosser of the Little Cities of Black Diamonds office, John S. Wilson is known to have been one of the representatives present at secret meetings at Robinson Cave, New Straitsville, that led to two previously warring miner’s union factions uniting and forming the powerful United Mine Workers of America at a convention in Columbus, Ohio on Jan. 20, 1890. John Wilson was a delegate to that convention.  According to Cheryl Blosser, Robert Kirkley is also known to have been present at the Robinson Cave meetings.
On August 8, 1888 Robert and Elizabeth had their first American-born child, daughter Agnes. Daughter Maggie (my maternal grandmother) was born Mar. 16, 1891. Another son, Robert Bryan, was born Nov. 5, 1896. At the time of the 1900 census, the Kirkley family, now numbering seven, lived on Clark St. in New Straitsville. Robert’s occupation is listed as coal miner. His son, Ralph Ramsay, was also working in the mines at age 16. Son William Swan was listed as still attending school at age 14, however.  Robert and Elizabeth also had three daughters who died as infants during this decade. Twins Elizabeth and Sarah were born on Oct. 23, 1895. Sarah lived less than two weeks, dying on Nov. 4th. Elizabeth died at just over a year old, on Nov. 29, 1896. Bell was born on April 17, 1899 and died at 3 ½ months on Aug. 3rd.
The composition of the Kirkley household continued to change.  On July 6, 1901 the Kirkleys had twin daughters: Elizabeth Mae (always known as Mae) and Nora Belle (always called Belle); Belle was developmentally disabled.  In 1900, oldest daughter, Polly, married coal miner Peter Pierce. Sadly, on August 28, 1902, son Ralph Ramsay died at age 18 of blood poisoning.   Daughter Agnes married E. Frank King on Dec. 27, 1905. The Kirkley family also lost an additional three infant daughters between 1902 and 1906. Martha Ann was born June 16, 1902 and died at 3 months on Sept. 16th. Minnie Zoa was born Nov. 26, 1903 and died at just under 7 months of age on June 15, 1904. The Kirkley’s final child,  Ralphena, was born Dec. 4, 1906 and lived only 5 days, dying on Dec. 9th. Thus, Robert and Elizabeth Kirkley had a total of 15 children, eight of whom lived into adulthood.
By the time of the 1910 census, Robert had moved his family to Wellston in Jackson County where they’re listed as living at 224 Wisconsin Avenue. Robert was now working as a coal mine superintendant.  Oldest living son, William Swan, remained in New Straitsville living with his sister, Polly, and her husband. Recently married daughter, Maggie, was in the Wellston household, however, along with her new Welsh husband, Joseph Jones, who was working as a miner. Joe was originally from Shawnee.  
I don’t know how long Robert remained in Wellston or what happened to his position in the mine there. By the 1920 census, he and Elizabeth were back in New Straitsville living on Railroad Street. At age 60, his occupation is again simply listed as “coal miner.” Daughter Mae had married William Murrell Sines of McCuneville in 1919. So the Kirkley household now consisted only of parents, mentally disabled daughter Belle, and unmarried son, Robert Bryan.
On July 12, 1923, Robert suffered a cerebral hemorrhage that left him paralyzed. His occupation on his death certificate is listed as “coal miner,” so he must have been still working in the mines at the time he was stricken. Seventeen days later, on July 29, 1923 at 10:43 PM, he died at age 63 (information from Ohio Death Certificate #575081). He was buried on Aug. 1, 1923 in New Straitsville Joint Cemetery. 

Robert’s wife, Elizabeth, lived as a widow for another twenty years. The 1930 census records her as living with her son, Robert Bryan, and daughter, Belle, in Oklahoma Addition. To my knowledge, Robert Bryan and Belle lived with their mother until her death which came on Feb. 19, 1943 at age 82 of influenza. Elizabeth was laid to rest beside Robert on Feb. 22, 1943. Unfortunately, their headstone has both Elizabeth’s birth year and death year carved on it in error—1879 and 1948 instead of the correct 1861 and 1943, respectively.
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                                                                          4Robert & Elizabeth's Headstone
According to my cousin, Joann Cavendish (Agnes Kirkley King’s granddaughter), at one time there was a line of tiny white headstones to the right of Robert and Elizabeth’s graves, marking the graves of their six daughters     who died as infants. Today, however, only one small white stone remains visible in the grassy space between Robert and Elizabeth’s headstone and that of the flat headstone of their son, Robert Bryan (d. 1973).


Immediate Descendants of Robert and Elizabeth (Cowan) Kirkley

1. Mary (Polly)                    b. 29 Nov 1881;  Burradon, Northumberland, England      




       d..2 Nov 1977; Lancaster, Fairfield, Ohio


Married: Peter Pierce (1878-1918) in 1900



  Children: 1. Myrtle Mae Pierce Hewitt (1901-1995) 




      2. Mary Pierce Opperman (1906-1995)

              Married: Harry Vincent Winefordner (1888-1963) in 1920

2. Ralph Ramsay                   b. 21 April 1884; Burradon, Northumberland, England   




         d. 28 Aug 1902;  New Straitsville,  Perry, Ohio     
3. William Swan 
         b.16 Apr 1886; Wallsend, Northumberland, England




         d. 4 Mar 1948,  New Straitsville,  Perry, Ohio 

4. Agnes 

         b. 8 Aug 1888; New Straitsville, Perry, Ohio




         d. 16 Apr 1959; Perry County, Ohio

     
Married: E. Francis (Frank) King on 27 Dec 1905



Children: 1. Thelma King Phillips (1906-1988)



    2. Catherine E. King Golden (1907-1996)



    3.  Virginia King Doughty/Ackerman (1910-2000)




    4. Marjorie Lucille King Stickdorn (1913-1997)

 


    5. Louise M. King Kopis (1915-1995)




    6. John R. King (1918-1962)




    7. Helen L. King Manring (1919-2005)




    8. Francis King (1927-1985)    
5. Maggie   

     b. 16 Mar 1891; New Straitsville, Perry, Ohio




     d. 11 Jan 1962; Cambridge, Guernsey, Ohio


Married: Joseph Jones on 11 Dec 1909



Children: 1. Joseph Jones, Jr.  (1910-1993)




    2.  Robert Kirkley Jones (1914-1988)




    3. Margaret Luella Jones Yanico (1918-1963)

6.  Elizabeth  
                     b. 23 Oct 1895; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     



        d. 29 Nov 1896; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio        

7.  Sarah  

        b. 23 Oct 1895; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio    




        d. 4 Nov 1895; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     
8. Robert Bryan      
        b. 5 Nov 1896; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio    




        d. 24 May 1973; Logan, Hocking, Ohio

9. Bell  
       

       b. 17 Apr 1899: New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     



       d. 3 Aug 1899; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     
10. Elizabeth Mae
        b. 6 July 1901; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     



       d. 8 Apr 1963; Nelsonville, Athens, Ohio


Married: William Murrell Sines (1897-1965) on 25 Dec 1919



  Children: 1. William R. Sines (1922-1981)
11. Nora Belle

        b. 6 July 1901; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     



        d. 12 Aug 1958; Nelsonville, Athens, Ohio   
12. Martha  Ann
        b. 16 June 1902; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     



       d. 16 Sept 1902; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     
13. Minnie Zoa

       b. 26 Nov 1903; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     



       d. 15 June 1904; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     
14. Ralphena

       b. 4 Dec 1906; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     



      d. 9 Dec 1906; New Straitsville , Perry, Ohio                                                                                                                                                                     
Note:  According to family history, one other child was born and died at sea on the immigration voyage in 1887.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Photo credits: Photos of Robert Kirkley and Elizabeth Cowan Kirkley are edited from a family photograph provided by my cousin, Joann Golden Cavendish.  Earsdon St. Albans is a public domain photo from Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earsdon). Image of the British King is edited from a postcard image on www.ancestry.com (Passenger Ships and Images). Headstone photos are my own.
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� SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1� Robert Kirkley
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� SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �3�Elizabeth Cowan





� SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �5�Robert and Elizabeth's headstone (L, with flowers); note small white headstone to right.








